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OVERVIEW

A new era of DNA exploration in space is opening before us. This webinar is aimed at
students and educators in grades 7 through 12 interested in exploring this new scientific
frontier. The speakers, Ezequiel (Zeke) Alvarez-Saavedra and Sebastian Kraves, co-found-
ers of miniPCR, will introduce the audience to Genes in Space, a science competition where
students and teachers can design DNA analysis experiments to address real-world challenges
in space exploration. Winning experiments are sent to the International Space Station and
become part of actual research programs in the hands of astronauts. We will lay out the scien-
tific context for the contest, explain the proposal selection process, and outline the rewards,
including mentoring by world-class scientists. We will also engage the audience in discus-
sion of relevant proposal topics. Attendees will emerge with a better understanding of open
scientific challenges involving DNA analysis in Space, and leave ready to craft competitive
proposals. Become a part of a global community of innovators!
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